TOWARDS  A   SOCIALIST  SOCIETY
and labour. Ultimate reconciliation as a strong possibility, if
not as a moral certainty, runs right through it. No wonder that
it was sometimes scoffed at as unreal, sentimental and Utopian.
But it should not be forgotten that its very sentimentalism
helped it to fire imaginations and awaken enthusiasms which
any preaching of violent subversion would have offended;
that it yielded to none in the essential negative criticism
necessary to destroy confidence in the existing order; that it
contained the germs of many later scientific conceptions and that
generally speaking it exerted as great an influence on its day
as any later system in its own.1
Early Socialist thought could not, after all, in the very nature
of things, be " scientific " in our sense of the term. Marxism
was possible only in a fully developed industrial system;
Saint-Simon and his successors were confronted with the
beginnings only of a process they could analyse but imperfectly,
and the wonder is that their analysis was on the whole so
accurate. Nor was it possible before 1848 to foretell the
stampede away from Socialism of the small farmer and the
petite bourgeoisie, frightened out of their wits by the crisis of
June; only after 1848 2 could the chasm existing between the
proletariat and all other classes clearly be discerned. Nor,
finally, could the hostility of the possessing classes to social
change be exactly foretold: why rule out of account a great
brotherly surrender of economic privileges, parallel to the
great aristocratic surrender of August 1789? It was, in fact,
impossible for Proudhon and Marx to come before Saint-Simon
and Fourier.
Early Socialism had to begin at the beginning, with the
study of the obvious phenomena which actually prompted any
to think of social problems at all. These phenomena were the
enormous disproportion of fortunes, the fact that the increase
1	For the general development of Socialism up to 1848 see Isambert, Les
Idees socialities en Frame de 1815 a 1848, and Louvancour, De Saint-Simon £
Fourier.
2	It would almost be truer to say not till the Commune of 1871. As late
as the sixties Proudhon really believed that artisan and small farmer formed
a stronger foundation for a Socialist state than the mass of the proletariat.
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